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BOOK REVIEWS 141 


The Quest for World Order, by Robert Cooley Angell, Ann Arbor: The University of 
Michigan Press, 1979, 186 pp., $4.95. 


- Robert Cooley Angell, 80-year-old professor emeritus of sociology at the University 
of Michigan, has offered us a modestly optimistic assessment of where we stand in the 
struggle for world order. His book is one of hope, which self-consciously challenges the 
pessimism of Heilbroner (Robert Heilbroner, An Inquiry Into the Human Prospect, 
1974), and it is a book of means, which catalogs the transnational developments that 
collectively may be contributing toward those “new processes of consultation, negotia- 
tion, and persuasion” that the world so desperately needs. 

The two values that most need to be overcome are narrow nationalism and an “‘ex- 
clusive concern for present welfare” (presentism?). Certain “pioneer” states, that is, 
Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, have demonstrated that modification of 
these values is possible and that measuring such concepts as “national support for world 
order” and “enlightened patriotism,” that have been the principal focus of Angell’s re- 
search since 1969, is a helpful and provocative exercise. Whether enough other states 
will follow the pioneers—and in time—is problematic, but Angell has developed indica- 
tors suggesting to whom we might look for progress. Unfortunately, the big states can- 
not be relied upon, and other sources of world order must be tapped. 

Among these other “slender hopes” are trends in multilateral diplomacy (particu- 
larly the United Nation’s educational and socialization functions) and the “bridging” 
effects of regional international organizations (that bind together, even if loosely, states 
that may be in conflict on other issues). Also, Angell summarizes the studies that have 
been done on six types of nongovernmental transnational relations—INGO participation, 
foreign visits to relatives and friends, graduate and undergraduate study abroad, teaching 
and research abroad, technical assistance programs, and expert collaboration on the 
study of global problems. Generally speaking, these kinds of activities contribute to 
the kind of enlightened world view that Angell sees as the necessary precondition for 
the transcendence of national parochialisms. 

The problem, of course, is that the pace is too slow and that world disorder is waiting 
in the wings. To speed things up Angell advocates a “vigorous, promotional fellowship,” 
a kind of global peace corps that would work for world order in whatever ways seem 
appropriate. Cynics, including political scientists, may smile, and indeed Angell is vul- 
nerable on occasion to the charges of idealism and, even, superficiality. Nevertheless, his 
book is distinct in its approach and content, and while perhaps not as emotionally satis- 
fying or intellectually exciting as such other recent world order books as Gerald and 
Patricia Mische’s Toward a Human World Order (1977) and Kenneth Boulding’s Stable 
Peace (1978), it is a book that students of world order will want to read and judge for 
themselves. It is the spirit, vision, and insight of people like Professor Angell that help 
keep the rest of us going. 


University of Richmond, Va. John W. Outland 
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